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WHEN TO USE 
The AIA E204 2017 is an “Exhibit” to be used as follows: 

• As an attachment to an existing Owner-Architect 
contract to add or delete sustainability services. 

• As guide for selecting or reviewing sustainability 
services typically provided by architects. 

• As a guide for preparing or reviewing our contracts 
with sustainability consultants. 

the Architect’s SERVICES 
The sustainability services are listed provided during pre-
design, during design, and contract administration. If you 
modify the AIA E201 check carefully that the added 
responsibilities and expectations of the parties are within 
the limits of those originally listed in the document. Check 
also that our liability does not increase.   

TERMINOLOGY 
When using the AIA E201, the terminology in this 
document should be the same throughout all the 
documents produced for the project, including drawings 
and specifications.  The following are definitions in the 
E201 and should be used whenever the E201 is 
incorporated in the documents: 

• Sustainable Objective: The Sustainable Objective is 
the Owner’s goal of incorporating Sustainable 
Measures into the design, construction, maintenance 
and operations of the Project to achieve Sustainability 
Certification or other benefit to the environment, to 
enhance the health and well-being of building 
occupants, or to improve energy efficiency. The 
Sustainable Objective is identified in the 
Sustainability Plan. 

• Sustainable Measure: A Sustainable Measure is a 
specific design or construction element, or post 
occupancy use, operation, maintenance or monitoring 
requirement, that must be completed in order to 
achieve the Sustainable Objective. The Owner, 
Architect and Contractor, shall each have 
responsibility for the Sustainable Measure(s) 
allocated to them in the Sustainability Plan. 

• Sustainability Plan: This is the Contract Document 
that identifies and describes the following: the 
Sustainable Objective; the targeted Sustainable 
Measures; the implementation strategies selected to 
achieve the Sustainable Measures; the Owner’s, 
Architect’s, and Contractor’s roles and responsibilities 
associated with achieving the Sustainable Measures; 
the specific details about design reviews, testing or 
metrics to verify achievement of each Sustainable 
Measure; and the Sustainability Documentation 
required for the Project. 

• Sustainability Certification:  Is the initial third-party 
certification of sustainable design, construction, or 
environmental or energy performance, such as 
LEED, Green Globes, Energy Star, or another rating 
or certification system that may be designated as the 
Sustainability Objective or part of the Sustainable 
Objective for the Project. The term Sustainability 
Certification shall not apply to any re-certification or 
certification occurring subsequent to the initial 
certification. 

• Sustainability Documentation: This includes all 
documentation related to the Sustainable Objective or 
to an specific Sustainable Measure that the Owner, 
Architect, or Contractor is required to prepare in 
accordance with the Contract Documents. 
Responsibility for preparation of specific portions of 
the Sustainability Documentation will be allocated 
among the Owner, Architect and Contractor in the 
Sustainability Plan and may include documentation 
required by the Certifying Authority. 

• Certifying Authority:  This is the entity that 
establishes criteria for achievement of a Sustainability 
Certification and is authorized to grant or deny a 
Sustainability Certification. 

SUBSTANTIAL COMPLETION 
MAKE SURE that nowhere in the Contract is stated that 
the Substantial Completion of the Project is tied to the 
achievement of the Sustainable Objective (i.e. Gold 
Certification, etc.)  These are two different objectives with 
separate and different tasks. 
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See a preview of the document at http://content.aia.org/
sites/default/files/2017-04/E204_2017%20sample.pdf   
If you need the document, ask Gloria or Josie for it.
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